











nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8)

The reality of Christ’s love for us leads us to be victorious against the reality of the devil
and his temptations. Ours is the confidence of Martin Luther who wrote a song of
victory: “Though hordes of devils fill the land; all threat’ning to devour us; We tremble
not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpower us; Let this world’s tyrant rage; In battle
we’ll engage; His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgments must prevail; One little
word subdues him.” God’s almighty Word continues to be our weapon. Satan cannot
stand up to the power of God’s Word. Military weapons of all types are assembled in a
desert to fight earthly enemies. The only weapon effective against our spiritual enemy is
that Word. How important it is for us and for our children to have that weapon ready.
Mark’s temptation account concludes with “and angels attended him.”

Angels had guided Israel in the journey to the Promised Land. Angels attended to Jesus
in His temptation and again in the Garden of Gethsemane. God would not forsake His
people or His Son. How reassuring to know that God’s angels are also there for us in
times of physical and spiritual danger.

We don’t know what realities will hit us as we journey into this week and through this
Lenten season. We don’t know what deserts of temptation we will experience. We do
know that the Victor and His army of angels go with us. And so . .. we journey together
in His peace and power. Now may the peace of God which passes all human

understanding keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus to life everlasting. Amen.




